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Policy

Chance's Mini Horse Rescue's (CMHR) fostering policy is designed to help insure that all equines in the care of CMHR are placed in suitable foster homes where they will be cared for.  To that end, the fosterer of the equine must be at least 18 years of age with no history of animal abuse or neglect.

All foster families must be members of CMHR and be pre-approved for fostering an equine belonging to CMHR before their name will be placed in the database maintained by the Rescue of approved Foster Homes.

Procedure
When fostering out equines, the following procedures will be followed:

1) The prospective foster family must provide a completed Fostering Application to CMHR.  These forms are available upon request.  All foster families must be members of CMHR and be pre-approved for fostering. 

2) In addition to an application, three letters of reference are required.  One letter must be from a veterinarian stating that the veterinarian will be working for the fosterer with any CMHR-fostered minis.  CMHR also requires a letter of reference from an equine professional (farrier, trainer, etc.) as well as a personal letter of reference from someone who knows the fosterer and how they care for their animal(s). 

3) Once a fostering application has been received by CMHR, the approval process will begin.   The application will be reviewed by the CMHR Foster/Adopt Committee to verify that the fosterer meets the fostering requirements of the rescue (i.e.: is a member of CMHR, is over 18 years of age and has no history of animal abuse or neglect). The references submitted will be verified by a phone call to the author of the letters.
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4) After the application has been reviewed and the reference(s) verified, a CMHR Inspector will visit the place where the potential fosterer will keep the horse.  The Inspector will check to see that any animals on the property are properly cared for. He/she will check to see that all fences and shelters are safe and adequate for the equine to be fostered. If the equine will be boarded, the Inspector will talk to the owner of the facility where the equine will be boarded and notify them that the equine will be owned Chances Mini Horse Rescue. If the fosterer does not pay his/her bill or in any other way abandons the equine, CMHR is to be notified.

When visiting the property the equine will be kept on, the Inspector will check to see that the property has the following things:

· Either stalls in a barn with turnout or a pasture with shelter (natural shelter such as trees are allowed),

· Either water troughs or individual water sources. All equines must have access to water at all times.

· Individual buckets or pans from which to eat grain.

The following items or situations are deemed unsafe and will not be allowed where rescue horses are kept: 

· Group feedings of grain in buckets, pans, or troughs (group-feeding hay is acceptable).

· Creeks or ponds as the sole water sources (they may dry up in dry weather leaving the equine without a water source).

5) Once the fosterer's application, references, and facilities are approved, the fosterer will be added to the CMHR's database of approved foster families.

6) CMHR will contact the closest qualified foster family and advise them that there is an equine needing fostering in their area.  The Rescue will disclose all information they have (with the possible exception of the name and contact information of the previous owner of the equine) to the foster family and give them the option of fostering that equine.  If they decline, the Rescue will contact the next closest qualified foster family and so on.  If a foster family continues to decline, they may be removed from the database.

7) Once a foster family agrees to foster an equine they are responsible for all usual maintenance costs of the equine including boarding fees, grain, hay, paste de-wormer, farrier, and other usual and customary costs excluding veterinary expenses.  CMHR will be responsible for veterinary expenses incurred by the mini according to the Veterinary Procedures Policy.
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8) Under the direction of the Officers and in accordance with the Veterinary Procedures Policy, the fosterer will make arrangements for the equine to be examined by a veterinarian.  If appropriate, the vet will administer vaccinations (rabies, flu/rhino, and VEWT), administer a Coggins Test, and float the equine's teeth. The vet will give the equine an overall examination for any problems. The veterinarian will check any special problems (lameness, lumps, etc.) at this time.  If the equine is an intact male, it will be gelded at this time. 

9) The Foster Home will administer a de-wormer to the equine after he/she arrives (unless instructed otherwise by an officer of CMHR or their veterinarian) and will maintain that equine on a regular de-worming schedule. 

10) The fosterer should also make arrangements for a farrier to examine the equine’s feet within 6-8 weeks of the equine’s arrival.  The farrier will trim the equine's feet.  The Foster Home will maintain the equine on a regular farrier schedule as dictated by their farrier, an Officer of CMHR, or the veterinarian in charge of the equine’s care.

11) The fosterer will evaluate the equine's training level to the best of their ability.  In some cases Directors, Officers, and/or professional trainers may be required to help in the assessment of the equine’s skills and abilities or to help the fosterer with simple training including halter training and gentling of the equine.

12)  The Foster Home shall incorporate any and all advice from the veterinarian and farrier into a fact care sheet for the equine, which will also include his/her current diet, behaviors noted by his/her Foster Home, and training level. Before the equine is adopted out, it will also be halter trained and catchable. 

13) The Foster Home will report via email, postal mail, or the telephone on the condition, health, etc. of the fostered horse(s) once a month to their State Coordinator.  If there is no State Coordinator available, then the Regional Director.

14) Once the fostered equine is available for adoption, the Foster Home will be offered the opportunity to adopt the fostered equine with all adoption fees waived.

15) If the Foster Home is not interested in adopting the fostered equine, they must make the foster equine available for scheduled visits by potential adopters.

16) The Foster Home must give CMHR, Inc. at least 30 business days notice if they wish a fostered equine to be removed from their property. 

17)  If the Foster Home has a change in address, phone number, email, or any other contact information, they should notify the Foster Home Coordinator immediately.  
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